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/ /e’s been described as a man with a fondness for
visiting the countries of the *Axis of Evil’ - and with good reason.
As Peace Ambassador with Café Diplo, a humanitarian
organisation dedicated to spreading the message of peace
through the arts, Jasonworks closely with Café Diploin planning

peace tours around the world.

Recently in Kuwait to perform as part of the Dar al-Athar
Al-Islamiyyah Music Circle’s current season of Kuwaiti and
international performers, Men’s Passion met with Jason and
learned just what it is that his music has to offer in terms building
bridges across cultures.

As a guitarist of some repute, Jason travels unencumbered by
any political agenda other than that of the freedom to express
which his music, and the music of those he meets along the
way, offers. It unusual to Pnd him playing in a country where
English is spoken as the mother-tongue, but in sharing his
passion for music it invariably becomes the case that no other
language is required.

“I’'ve been fortunate enough to be invited to play in some in credible
countries and at some amazing locations”, he says. North Korea
being one of them - and it was their Ambas sador in London who
commented on Jason’s unusual travel destinations.

“Wherever | go, | meet with local musicians and we share our
music. We may come from other sides of the world, but we
always manage to speak to each other, and the audience,
across cultures”.

Perhaps this has been demonstrated in no more clear example
than during a time he visited Bahrain.

“It was just after there had been a lot of unrest in Bahrain, the
Shia and Sunni had violent disagreements, and the Kingdom
had been very unsettled for a time. | have to say | came into
this environment without much knowledge of the situation”, he
admits, “I just came to play music”.

Following a performance with some local musicians at Bahrain’s
National Museum, the Minister for Culture approached him and

congratulated him on what he had just withnessed. For the prst
time since the disturbances, both sides had shared the same
venue and enjoyed the same music. Many of those in the room,
according to the Minister, had not seen each other since they
were bghting on opposing sides.

Jason is proud that his work is seen as having no political agenda,
no cultural baggage, but instead is seen as sharing music in its
purest sense.

Clearly, Jason’s time in Kuwait was not required to provoke
a similar rejoining of the community; instead it was to be a
celebration of the beauty of music from East and West.

His unusual instrument of choice is the Harp Guitar. This is essen
tially a regular guitar, but with the addition of unstopped strings
from the body held along a second neck. Whilst the sound is not
necessarily ‘harp-like’, the harp-guitar does offer a far wider tonal
range and clearly greater 3exibility than would a classical guitar.
Having previously performed in Northern Ireland - where at a
time of high-tension his music brought opposing Catholics and
Protestants together, and recently in Afghanistan as well as North
Korea, Jason occasionally now actively seeks out such locations
for his musical collaborations.

“North Korea was an incredible place”, he says. “| was there for
eleven days, and performed Pveconcerts - each to an audience
of 3,000 peopleO.The concerts were ofbcially sanctioned by the
North Korean government.

“| approached them. It was at the time they were conducting
missile tests, and all the news apparently coming out of there
was negative. | just thought to myself that there must be more to
North Korea than this. So | was determined to Pnd outO.



“I'm constantly encouraged by the
similarities | PNd amongst  music and
MUSICIANS around the world”

“Being in North Korea has changed my perspective of the whole
world”, continued Jason. “We know much about North Korea, we
know its failings in terms of human rights, poverty, and famine.
But there are things we don’t know about, because the rest of
the world chooses to ignore them. Their culture is probably as
completely opposite to our culture as it is possible to be”.

For Jason it was like walking into a museum. A country frozen
in time since the 1950s when Korea was divided. But it has its
redeeming sides. “We come from a very egotistical culture, a
very individualistic culture. They way we are encouraged to live,
generally, is that everything we do is for ourselves”.

Whilst shying away from claiming that North Korea offers an
ideal culture or society, he feels that even we can learn from their
society. Okaw people who were living difpcult lives, but they were
living them collectively, and supportively of each otherO.The bne

line in understanding North Korea is in learning where the society
their leaders insist that they live under ends, and the way of life
they have created for each other begins.

Musically Jason continues to learn from within the cultures he
visits. And it is very much a two way relationship. “I’m constantly
encouraged by the similarities | Pndamongst music and musicians
around the world”. There really hasn’t been a place he has visited
which has not proved worthwhile on many levels.

Jason’s stock is certainly rising. Many years and several
CDs into his travelling musical career - the latest CD will be
released in March - he continues to use his experiences to
enrich his music.

His performance at the DAI’'s Maidan Cultural Centre was one of
the most engaging of the season so far. Unassuming in his stage
presence, Jason introduces each piece with his own thoughts on
its creation and how the work can be set in context amongst his
aim to encourage a greater dialogue between East and West.

While music alone will not bring down walls of fear or
misunderstanding, Jason Carter - musician and Peace
Ambassador - continues to give those he meets no excuse
not to try.



